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Southward is the place 

Oh! Southward is the place to botanize 
‘Til the boat arrives, on the rotten ice 
Southward is the place to botanize 
On a summer’s day. 

The land down here is frozen 
With no plants to be found 
But penguins by the dozen 
Alas! We’re still southbound. 

I joined a party of a hundred twenty-eight 
For Magellan’s Strait; plants to cultivate 
New botanic views to explicate 
Sent me on my way. 

But in the Southern Ocean 
We failed to get ashore: 

The penguins raised commotion 
We put to sea once more. 

Oh! Southward &c. 

Microscopic creatures by the score 

Birds and seals galore, magnets on the 
shore 

Geographic charts and claims and more 
But I regret to say: 

No trace of vegetation 
On islands white and cold 
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Oh, it’s a sad vexation 
To seek still for the Pole. 

Oh! Southward &c. 

So now I work on marine biology 

Storing knowledge we dredged up from 
the sea. 

No replacement for the joys of botany, 
But at last one day, 

As southward our ships did speed 
Out from the ice around 
I plucked a single seaweed— 

The only plant I’ve found. 

Oh! Southward &c. 

Should any of you now wish to botanize 
‘Til the boat arrives, on the rotten ice 
Think how icy regions want for life 
And your plans belay. 

Our dear delightful captain 
Has finally turned for home 
The icy regions mapped in 
The seas no more we’ll roam. 


Oh! Southward &c. 

- Poa flabellata 
(@handfuloftime) 
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The Summer Gate 

The ice retreats with sunshine days 
The greenery now blooms 
A flower buds among the shale 
And life begins anew. 

The merchants wait and speculate 
And sing a cheerful tune 
They will unlock the summer gate 
Behold the Arctic route! 

The Earth will never be the same 
The world entire’s in flux 
The sea blankets the land away 
And covers up the muck. 

It’s much too late to stop the change 
The scientists all know 
And so we huddle, small and frail, 
But seldom on our own. 

There’s precious news but small I say 
About some ghosts of yore 
The men of Franklin wave good-bye 
Ascend from stony shores. 

The bones once shattered, left to dry 
Are loosened with the thaw 
Why did they come only to die? 
They’ll ask God this and more. 

The melting of the Poles was late! 
The men at arms complain 
They’d sacrifice all nature’s grace 
If it increased man’s gain! 
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Limericks by a disgruntled 
“Tom Bowline” 

There once was a surgeon named Ben, 
Who cared more for seabirds than men. 
He caught one mid-flight 
Whom he’d had in his sights, 

And fell to his death from the mizzen. 

There once was a mongrel named Abel, 
Who ate scraps from the captain’s table. 
He drank all the grog 
Which ain’t for a dog, 

So we strung him up by a cable! 

There once was a steward named Curly; 

To black his mate’s boots, he rose early. 

He had not a handle 

With boot brush or candle 

And burnt the mate’s trousers most 
surely. 


(@oleworm) 
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There once was a ship’s boy named Zeke 

Who madly loved the lass on the beak. 

He climbed there to kiss her 

But just hardly missed her, 

And hung crying from the bow by his 
feet. 


There once was a captain called 
Jackass, 

Since he sneered and he brayed at my 
class. 

He did not like verse, 

He’d spit and he’d curse; 

And threaten to hang me from the 
mainmast. 



Ommatophoca rossii or “Big-eyed Ross Seal,” one of the rarest 
species of seal in the world, is found only on the Antarctic Ice Pack. 

— Nausinous (@dedraconesilet) 
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Cats at Sea Crossword 

The official title of working cats at sea is “ship’s cat.” In this puzzle, when these 
words are used together, they will always be referring to a specific cat. 

Answers are printed upside down at the bottom of the last page of this volume. 

Down 

1. Ship’s Cat Blackie sailed on this ship with Prime Minister Winston Churchill 

2. This gray kitten was discovered in the Kalmar Nyckel during construction and 

served as senior ship’s cat, official warrant officer and captain’s assistant. 

3. This vessel’s ship’s'cat, Emmy, jumped ship twice to avoid the ship’s last sailing, 

during which it collided with another ship, killing over 1000 people. 

4. This ship’s cat was fully registered with the crew of HMS Hermione , and was 

given a full sailor’s kit, including a small hammock to sleep in. 

5. This ship’s cat was seasick on the first night at sea but went on to 

circumnavigate the glove and cross the Atlantic five times. 

6. This modern ship, out of Nantucket Massachusetts, is home to ship’s cat Leeloo. 
8. This ship’s cat survived three wartime naval disasters before being rewarded 

with a posting at the governor general’s office in Gibraltar. 

12. This ship’s cat watched from the pier as her vessel sailed away to disaster 

14. On this ship, the ship’s cat had to contend with many dogs 

15. Nansen, the ship’s cat on this ship of discovery, was buried in Antarctica. 

18. Ship’s cat Convoy went down with 87 of his crewmates when this ship was 

torpedoed and sunk in 1942. 

20. This ship’s cat served on an “airship” that attempted to cross the Atlantic in 

1910 and survived a lifeboat rescue with the rest of the crew when the 
airship was abandoned. 

21. This ship’s cat spent time on board with Prime Minister Winston Churchill. 

22. Oskar, the ship’s cat on this German battleship, switched sides, and later 

served on HMS Cossack and HMS Ark Royal. 

23. This cat, named for his first ship, was rescued from the wreckage of that ship 

after it was torpedoed and sunk in WWII when the surviving members of the 
crew heard him calling from the water. 

26. The ship’s cat on this vessel was awarded three service ribbons and four battle 
stars, one for the invasion of Iwo Jima. 
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30. This ship was the new home of ship’s cat Rinda, who was rescued after her 
first ship was torpedoed and its surviving crew, realizing she wasn’t in the 
lifeboat, rowed about the wreckage all night until they heard Rinda’s 
pitiful “maiuu.” 


Across 

I. This “tall ship” vessel’s ship’s cat, Fiji, after a rough start, became an expert 

at climbing the ship’s rigging. 

7. This Persian cat served on HMS Dreadnought. 

9. This US Navy vessel’s ship’s cat received three service ribbons and four 

battle stars for service during the invasions of Saipan, Palau, Leyte and 
Iwojima. 

10. This unlucky ship’s cat was reassigned from the Olympic to the Titanic and 

had a litter of kittens just days before the ship hit an iceberg. 

II. This ship’s cat sailed over 180,000 miles and circumnavigated the globe five 

times on the tall ship Picton Castle. 

13. Ship’s Cat Simon was seriously wounded during the naval “incident” that 
occurred here in 1949. 

16. This ship’s cat sailed on the re-enactment voyage of the Mayflower II, and 

along with the ship’s human crew, marched in a ticker tape parade in 
New York. 

17. Ship’s Cat Simon, upon recovering from severe injuries received in battle, 

was appointed “able sea cat” on this vessel. 

19. The legendary ship’s cat Unsinkable Sam was originally called by this 
name. 

24. This ship’s cat survived the torpedoing and sinking of three different ships, 

all in 1941, and was eventually retired to the Home for Sailors in the 
United Kingdom. 

25. This medal, given in recognition of bravery in battle, was awarded to ship’s 

cat Simon, who was buried with full naval honors. 

27. This ship’s cat served on the Belgian Antarctic Expedition. 

28. This ship’s cat, while serving on HMS Western Isles , welcomed strangers in 

the wardroom by shaking hands (paws). 

29. This poor ship’s cat, originally thought to be a female, died in Antarctica. 

31. This Persian ship’s cat served on HMS Dreadnought. 

32. This vessel’s ship’s cat liked to sleep in the barrel of the ship’s cannon. 
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